
- 1 - 

Mark was appointed as the Quality 

Manager for a Teesside based company 

Lionweld Kennedy Ltd in October 2016.  

Lionweld Kennedy is the leading 

manufacturer of industrial steel and glass 

fibre reinforced polymer grating, handrails and stair 

treads, supplying a complete access solution to 

businesses around the world. Now he has adopted the 

group mantle in January 2017 taking responsibility for 

quality in all business units within the Lionweld Group. 

He previously worked for 3 years as Senior QA Project 

Engineer with Royal IHC, a global ship building 

conglomerate originating in the Netherlands. He was 

based from their UK office in Northumberland and 

managed a team of Project Quality Engineers and QC 

Co-ordinators. 

Mark spent his early career studying and working in 

various heavy engineering firms in and around 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne. He studied Mechanical 

Engineering at Newcastle College as part of an 

advanced modern apprenticeship completing a HEC in 

Engineering with Leeds Metropolitan University. Being 

based in the North East of England means he has 

generally been working in organisations that supply 

the Offshore, Oil & Gas and Marine Industries. Mark’s 

career started at an organisation called McQuay UK 

Ltd (now Daikin Applied Ltd) in Northumberland 

(manufacturing large HVAC units), where he was 

made the organisations Quality/Materials Technician. 

This was Marks first introduction to quality 

management and ISO9001.  

When Mark inherited his new responsibilities, the 

organisation needed to update its QMS to modernise 

it and align with current business practices. To help in 

this task mark attended an ‘introduction to / 

implementing’ ISO9001 and internal auditing course 

and completed a Diploma in ‘Quality Management 

Systems’. He then successfully implemented a newly 

designed and up to date, web based Quality 

Management System. The re-certification of this 

system was Marks first quality management success.  

Mark then changed organisations after 8 years with 

his employer to Technip Umbilical Systems (TUS), 

where he was employed as a Project Quality Engineer. 

The move afforded him more opportunity for travel 

and changed his focus towards the application of 

quality fundamentals in a bespoke project based 

environment.  

Mark was assigned specific projects in which he was 

responsible for the planning, execution, reporting and 

review of all QA/QC activities. He gained valuable 

experience working with high profile operators such 

as Subsea 7, Chevron and Petro SA on his projects; all 

of which have extensive and complex, client quality 

requirements. His attendance on Six Sigma and Lean 

Manufacturing training courses further developed his 

quality management knowledge base adding new 

tools to his repertoire.  

In his role at Royal IHC ‘Project Quality’ was Mark’s 

responsibility and with the support of his team, he 

managed the planning, budgeting, co-ordination, 

implementation, reporting and review of all QA/QC 
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"I am very happy to have joined the NGN Steering Committee as Operations & Finance 

Officer. I am looking forward to helping support all those affiliated with the NGN and my 

fellow SC Members in delivering our objectives.  I am especially excited to have the 

opportunity to share my experiences with others and take the opportunity to learn from 

other quality professionals within the network.” 
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activity on every project undertaken by the 

organisation.  

Mark has successfully managed the quality aspects of 

several projects in his current role such as the 

modernisation the QMS and delivery of all QA/QC 

aspects on several major production projects such as a 

2500t J-Lay Tower, 5000t Carousel and Loader Arm 

System, and several Subsea Vehicles all with varying 

levels of complexity in their quality specifications. On 

these projects Mark has had to manage quality in a 

global supply chain and has spent considerable time 

abroad, dealing with the difficulties and capitalising on 

the benefits that can be gained when utilising supply 

chains of this scale.  

Mark has become a certified Lead Auditor and is now 

working towards registration with IRCA; he has 

completed a Leadership and Management Course and 

attended several other courses in methods such as 

RCA, PPAP, APQP, MSA, FMEA, SPC etc to further 

develop his knowledge in different quality 

management aspects and tools.  

Marks interests outside of work are travelling and he 

takes every opportunity to visit new places. He takes a 

keen interest in history and often his leisure travel 

takes him to places of historical significance. He also 

enjoys playing Golf, although he could use some 

lessons (as he has seen no improvement in his 

handicap in over two years).  
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Mark’s Quality Career Timeline in 30 seconds… 


